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It is the hope of this author that A Living 

Mascot be enjoyed for its story line.  As a 

true story, it offers opportunity for much 

discussion of the bald eagle as a national 

icon and the need to preserve and 

protect these magnificent  birds.

As an educator, the standards are 

imbedded almost with an unconsciousness 

that all educators have for teachable

moments.



Standards:

 Life Science

 Characteristics of Organisms

 Life cycles of organisms

 Organisms and environments



 Science in Personal and Social 

Perspectives

 Characteristics and changes in populations

 Types of resources

 Changes in environments



South Carolina Studies

 Standard 3-1: The student will 

demonstrate an understanding of places 

and regions and the role of human 

systems in South Carolina. 

 3-1.4 Explain the effects of human 

systems on the physical landscape of South 

Carolina over time, including the relationship 

of population distribution and patterns of 

migration to natural resources, climate, 

agriculture, and economic development



National English/Language Arts

 Students read a wide range of print and 

non-print texts to build an understanding of 

texts, of themselves, and of the cultures of 

the United States and the world; to acquire 

new information; to respond to the needs 

and demands of society and the workplace; 

and for personal fulfillment. Among these 

texts are fiction and nonfiction, classic and 

contemporary works. 



 Students read a wide range of literature 

from many periods in many genres to 

build an understanding of the many 

dimensions (e.g., philosophical, ethical, 

aesthetic) of human experience. 



 Students apply a wide range of strategies 
to comprehend, interpret, evaluate, and 
appreciate texts. They draw on their prior 
experience, their interactions with other 
readers and writers, their knowledge of 
word meaning and of other texts, their word 
identification strategies, and their 
understanding of textual features (e.g., 
sound-letter correspondence, sentence 
structure, context, graphics). 



 Students conduct research on issues 

and interests by generating ideas and 

questions, and by posing problems. 

They gather, evaluate, and synthesize 

data from a variety of sources (e.g., print 

and non-print texts, artifacts, people) to 

communicate their discoveries in ways 

that suit their purpose and audience



 Students use a variety of technological 

and information resources (e.g., 

libraries, databases, computer networks, 

video) to gather and synthesize 

information and to create and 

communicate knowledge



 Students use spoken, written, and visual 

language to accomplish their own 

purposes (e.g., for learning, enjoyment, 

persuasion, and the exchange of 

information).



Science Activities

 Research the bald eagle for the 

following information:

 habitat

 food

 nesting

 behavior

 conservation



Research Links

 http://www.defenders.org/wildlife_and_h

abitat/wildlife/bald_eagle.php

 http://animals.nationalgeographic.com/a

nimals/birds/bald-eagle/

 http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Bald_

Eagle/lifehistory

http://www.defenders.org/wildlife_and_habitat/wildlife/bald_eagle.php
http://www.defenders.org/wildlife_and_habitat/wildlife/bald_eagle.php
http://animals.nationalgeographic.com/animals/birds/bald-eagle/
http://animals.nationalgeographic.com/animals/birds/bald-eagle/
http://animals.nationalgeographic.com/animals/birds/bald-eagle/
http://animals.nationalgeographic.com/animals/birds/bald-eagle/
http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Bald_Eagle/lifehistory
http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Bald_Eagle/lifehistory


ELA Activities

 Use your research to create a five 
brochure of bald eagle facts. Include all 
of the categories above in your brochure 
and create a section for pictures and 
fascinating facts.

 -----------------------------------------------------

 Research the bald eagle as a US 
symbol of freedom. Create a play which 
will explain the process or history behind 
the bald eagle as this type of symbol.



Science and Social Studies

 1. Discuss the impact that man has had on 
the species as a whole. Have their 
numbers decreased since the filtering in of 
humankind? Have their value as a species 
been addressed? Have measures been 
taken to ensure their preservation?

 2. As a student, what can you do to make 
sure that others learn about the importance 
of the bald eagle and their need for 
protection? List the things that can be 
done. Choose one of these from the list as 
a class or grade level project



Social Studies 

 After researching the facts about bald 

eagles, use a map of the US and 

highlight the bald eagles' 

range. Discuss bills/legislation which 

could be passed in each state within the 

bald eagles' range. Start an 

organization and include other schools 

in your state and other states to join


